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NOVEMBER – THE MONTH 
OF HOLY SOULS 

The church reminds us, particularly in November, 
to pray for those who have died. ✝ 
 
Here at St. Pat’s you are invited to write the 
names of your deceased family members and 
friends on cards and place these cards in a basket 
which will be left at the foot of the altar during 
November. 
 
Commencing on the weekend of Oct. 25 there will 
be cards left in the Narthex and at the side 
entrance. Please take a card write your names on 
it and, when you come to the church from Nov. 1, 
place this card in the basket at the foot of the 
altar. Our family members and friends will be 
remembered as each Mass is celebrated.  

 
This is the Communion of Saints at work! 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY VOLUNTEERING 
 
The Social Ministry committee meets three or 
four times a year to prepare a calendar of events 
and activities that are designed to encourage 
Parish participation in a more informal social 
environment.  
 
All Parishioners are invited to attend these 
events, and everyone is very welcome. Some of 
the activities and services provided include: 
 Bus Trips and Excursions 
 The First Holy Communion Breakfast 
 Confirmation Supper 
 Healing Mass Brunch 
 The Parish Dinner 
 Special Parish Celebrations that require 

Social committee support 
 Weekly Bingo 
 Communion Services and Pastoral Care 

Visitations 
 

For more information or to become involved, 
please contact Anne Manenti on 8765 8260 or 
email manenti@ihug.com.au  

 

Welcome to 
St. Patrick’s Catholic 

Church Mortlake 
 

Celebrating 125 Years 

Thirtieth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

25 October 2020 
 

1895 – 2020 

Parish Administrator: Fr. Tom Stevens 
Parish Secretary:  Brenda Johnston 
 
Address:  33 Gale Street 
   Mortlake  NSW  2137 

Postal Address:  PO Box 145 
   Concord  NSW  2137 
 
Parish Office: Open Tuesdays & Fridays (9am-3pm) 
Phone:  (02) 9743 1017  
Email:   parish@stpatsmortlake.org.au 
Website: www.stpatsmortlake.org.au 

Sunday Mass Times: Saturday Vigil: 6pm  
 Sunday: 9am; 10.30am; 6pm. 
Limit of 50 people.    Register online for Mass at 
https://www.trybooking.com/641739 or contact the office.  
Weekday Services: 
• Communion Services:  Monday 8am and Saturday 9am 
• Weekday Masses:  Tuesday to Friday at 8.00am. 
• Reconciliation: 5.30pm Saturday  

Baptisms:  11.45am on 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays of the 
month. Please call parish secretary with 
enquiries. Limit of 15 people per family. 

Facebook:      www.facebook.com/stpatsmortlake 

mailto:manenti@ihug.com.au
mailto:parish@stpatsmortlake.org.au
https://www.stpatsmortlake.org.au/
https://www.trybooking.com/641739
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FIRST READING 
 

A reading from the book of Exodus 
Ex 22:20-26 

 
If you are harsh with the widow or the orphan, my 
anger will rage against you. 
 
The Lord said to Moses, ‘Tell the sons of Israel this, 
“You must not molest the stranger or oppress him, 
for you lived as strangers in the land of Egypt. You 
must not be harsh with the widow, or with the 
orphan; if you are harsh with them, they will surely 
cry out to me, and be sure I shall hear their cry; my 
anger will flare and I shall kill you with the sword, 
your own wives will be widows, your own children 
orphans. 
 
“If you lend money to any of my people, to any 
poor man among you, you must not play the 
usurer with him: you must not demand interest 
from him. 
 
“If you take another’s cloak as a pledge, you must 
give it back to him before sunset. It is all the 
covering he has; it is the cloak he wraps his body 
in; what else would he sleep in? If he cries to me, I 
will listen, for I am full of pity.”’ 
 
The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Ps 17:2-4. 47. 51. R. v.2 

 
(R.)  I love you, Lord, my strength. 
 
1.  I love you, Lord, my strength, 

my rock, my fortress, my saviour. 
My God is the rock where I take refuge; 
my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold. 
The Lord is worthy of all praise: 
when I call I am saved from my foes. (R.) 

 
2.  Long life to the Lord, my rock! 

Praised be the God who saves me. 
He has given great victories to his king 
and shown his love for his anointed. (R.) 

 

SECOND READING 
 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians 
1 Thes 1:5-10 

 
You turned away from idols to serve God and await 
his Son. 
 
You observed the sort of life we lived when we 
were with you, which was for your instruction, and 
you were led to become imitators of us, and of the 
Lord; and it was with the joy of the Holy Spirit that 
you took to the gospel, in spite of the great 
opposition all round you. This has made you the 
great example to all believers in Macedonia and 
Achaia since it was from you that the word of the 
Lord started to spread – and not only throughout 
Macedonia and Achaia, for the news of your faith 
in God has spread everywhere. We do not need to 
tell other people about it: other people tell us how 
we started the work among you, how you broke 
with idolatry when you were converted to God and 
became servants of the real, living God; and how 
you are now waiting for Jesus, his Son, whom he 
raised from the dead, to come from heaven to save 
us from the retribution which is coming. 
 
 
The Word of the Lord 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

All who love me will keep my words, 

and my Father will love them and we will come to 

them. 

 

Alleluia 

  

https://www.stpatsmortlake.org.au/
mailto:parish@stpatsmortlake.org.au
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GOSPEL 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew 

Mt 22:34-40 
 
You shall love the Lord your God and your neighbour 
as yourself. 
 
When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced 
the Sadducees they got together and, to disconcert 
him, one of them put a question, ‘Master, which is 
the greatest commandment of the law?’ Jesus said, 
‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the 
greatest and the first commandment. The second 
resembles it: you must love your neighbour as 
yourself. On these two commandments hang the 
whole Law, and the Prophets also.’ 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY  
Click on the link below and listen to Fr Tom 
reading this week’s Gospel especially for 
children and families who cannot attend our 
Children’s Liturgy during our 9am Sunday 
Mass.  
 
This week the Gospel is all about being 1st, or 
the best!! We all like to come first, be the best 
at things and to feel important. But Jesus 
always makes us think differently.  
Let’s see what Jesus has to say!!! 
 

Gospel of Matthew read by Fr Tom: 
https://youtu.be/-0d2dZjCfQc 

 
Family Activity to do at home:  
Here are some questions you might like to 
wonder about this week. 
 Which commandment did Jesus pick?  
 Is LOVE one of the Commandments?  
 How many commandments did God give 

Moses?  
 Jesus explained all of the commandments 

by telling how they were all about LOVE.  
 The first 3 commandments are all about 

loving God.  
 The next 7 commandments are all about 

loving other people.  

As a family why not make a list or draw a 
picture that shows how you can love God and 
love everyone other people.  Bring your 
pictures to Church and we will display them in 
the windows. 

God wants us to love others as we love 
ourselves! Sometimes we forget the SELF part. 
We can give ourselves love without being 
selfish. Maybe as a family you could do 
something special this week to honour and 
love each other. 

The 2 Great Commandments – a song to help 
you remember  https://youtu.be/Y3DC9pBioQY 

 

SAINTS FEAST DAY THIS WEEK 
Wednesday:  St Simon and St Jude 

 

HELP WITH PARISH ‘SPRING CLEAN’  
TUESDAY, 10 NOVEMBER – 9am-12noon 

We will be having a ‘Spring Clean’ of the Church and 
grounds on Tuesday, 10 November from 9am until 

12 noon, to dust and clean the church interior and a 
general ‘spruce up’. To offer your services on the 

day please contact Fr Tom on 9743 1017 or 
thomas.stevens@sydneycatholic.org. 

Thank you 

 

  

https://www.stpatsmortlake.org.au/
mailto:parish@stpatsmortlake.org.au
https://youtu.be/-0d2dZjCfQc
https://youtu.be/Y3DC9pBioQY
mailto:thomas.stevens@sydneycatholic.org
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PARISH FINANCES 
For Parishioners who wish to commence  
Planned Giving (PG), please email 
parish@stpatsmortlake.org.au and envelopes will 
be supplied to you or credit card/direct debit 
process will be advised. 

Receipts are issued at the end of each financial 
year with parishioners able to claim 30% of their 
PG contribution as a tax deduction. 

For those who wish to make contributions by EFT 
transfer – details are: 

Bank Transfer 
BSB: 062 784 

Account Number: 5015 001 
Reference: < your name or PG Number> 

Recent Parish Outgoings 
The Parish this week paid the following invoices: 

• Parish Asset Insurance $15708 
• Advent Candles      $350 
• August Photocopying      $391 
• Sanitizer/Wipes      $510 

PARISH 2019/20 Audited Financial Accounts 
What does it cost to enable Fr Tom to serve the spiritual needs of our 
Parish and to provide the day to day services to Parishioners? Our 
2019/20 Parish Accounts have been audited by our honorary Auditor, 
Steve Ryan, and submitted to the Archdiocese. 

We can report our income and expenditure for the last financial year 
resulted in an operating surplus of $40,064. A full copy of the audited 
accounts is on the Notice Board in the Narthex of the Church.   

Major outgoings last year were: 
Staffing and related costs      $47,000 
Repairs and Maintenance   $28,500 
Insurance  $16,700 
Postage, Printing and Stationery  $10,000 
Priest's Car Plan    $ 7,500 
Pastoral Expenses   $ 4,000 
Telephone   $ 3,500 
Altar & Church requisites    $ 2,500 
Utilities    $ 1,700 

Income was contributed through the Envelope Collections (which 
includes direct debit and credit card payments received as well as 
cash and Tap and Go) and lump sum donations received during the 
past financial year. The Parish was able to claim the Government Job 
Keeper and Cash Flow Boost allowance ($16,000) to offset the 
reduction in contributions received during COVID-19.  

If you have any queries in relation to the audited accounts or 
regarding any financial matters, please contact Fr. Tom. 

https://www.stpatsmortlake.org.au/
mailto:parish@stpatsmortlake.org.au
mailto:parish@stpatsmortlake.org.au
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=641739&
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At St. Patrick’s Parish Mortlake, the welfare and 
wellbeing of our children and vulnerable members of 

our Parish is of the utmost importance.  The 
safeguarding office can be contacted on 9390 5810 if 

you wish to speak on any issue. 
 

Safeguarding  
Support Officers: Marie Piccin 

Brenda Johnston 
Sacramental  
Program Facilitator: Bob Mayor 
 
Children’s  
Liturgy Facilitator: Sinead Kent 

‘SPRING’ PARENTS EVENING 
A chat and meal in the Presbytery, 
Wednesday 28 October: 6-7:30pm 

 
I would like to start a small (Covid friendly) 
gathering of parents/ guardians of children 
to meet monthly in the presbytery to share 
and discuss your thoughts, joys and 
struggles on parenting in these times of high 
stress. 
 
There is a lot currently being placed on those 
with parenting duties in these times, and 
given the last government Census data for 
our area showing a growing need for parental 
support, I’m inviting ALL parents (in the many 
forms we come in): single; married; de facto; 
same sex attracted; grandparents heavily 
involved in care- all parents are welcome to 
come, have a chat and casual meal on a 
lovely spring evening in the presbytery. 
 
Your children are welcome to come along and 
play in the yard or watch a movie, with child 
minding provided here in the parish on the 
night, as we share a meal in what will be a 
relaxed informal setting. 
 
So, if you are free on Wednesday, 28 October 
from 6-7.30pm and keen for a casual 
evening to chat about parenting - I’d love to 
meet and listen to you. 
 
Numbers will be limited to 12, and all Covid 
restrictions followed. To register please 
contact Fr Tom on 9743 1017 or 
thomas.stevens@sydneycatholic.org 
 

 

REGISTER FOR SUNDAY MASS ONLINE 
An automated online booking system is now in place 

and available for Mass bookings, 
https://www.trybooking.com/641739 

Book 1 ticket per household. 
That is, if your household has 2,4,6, etc, people – you 

only have to book once online, and your whole 
household is able to attend Mass. 

 
ALL PARISHIONERS are encouraged to wear 

face masks during Mass. 
Sunday Mass times available: 
• Saturday Vigil 6pm  
• Sunday 9am; 10.30am; 6pm. 
Booking details:  
• Bookings can be made up to 2 weeks in advance.  
• No need to bring your ticket to Mass as your 

details will be pre-registered. 
• Bookings can also be made by telephone with 

the Parish Secretary on Tuesday and Fridays in 
office hours. Telephone bookings must be made 
by Friday 2pm. 
 

WEEKDAY PUBLIC MASSES & COMMUNION 
SERVICES REMAIN unchanged. Please register  
on the sheet upon entry, no need to pre-register. 
• A General Dispensation from attending  

Sunday Masses remains in place. 
• Online Masses: 

https://www.stambrose.org.au/on-line-masses/ 

  

https://www.stpatsmortlake.org.au/
mailto:parish@stpatsmortlake.org.au
mailto:thomas.stevens@sydneycatholic.org
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RECENTLY DECEASED: Rose Awaness; Audrey Clark; Joseph Triganza; Bernard Trinco; Ersilia Miracola; 
Franco Calligaro; Gaetana Salvaggio; Jimmy Smyth (Ireland); Eileen Burt (UK); Tom Bourne; Vincent 
Aquilina; Eileen Matthews: Joseph Bezzina; John Hourigan; Giulio Corte; Marie Verschuer; Michelina Masi 
(Italy); Gloria Gaymer; Damian King; Linda De Martin; Melchor Munoz (Spain); Anne Cowper; Michael Paul: 
Augusta Leon Ramirez; Barry Peterson; Alf Sidlauskas; Maureen Hyde; Joyce Kelly; Peter Burnicle; Michele 
Vezza; Peter Doyle; Noeleen Smith; Maria Ow; Denise Kazanuk; Baby Pasquale Romeo; Jose Teran.  

ANNIVERSARIES: Joe Moloney (15 anniv); Iris Moloney (2 anniv); Greg McGrath; Caterina Archetti; 
Soledad Bernuy; Helen Borg; Frank Dimech; Frank & Maria Cremona; Alvaro Bianchi; Lucy Cindric (16th 
anniv); Giovanni Palumbo; Giovanni Manenti; Gil Cocco; Nell & Ron Peak; George Gioiello (16th anniv); 
Nell & Ron Peak; Members of the Walker family; Carmelo Pugisi; Finola & Denis O’Sullivan; George 
Gioiello; Adrian Moore (6 anniv); Giovanni ( John) Profilio; Jim Rodda, Carmen Bonnici; Charles Xuereb; 
Mary Bolster: Trevor Gale, Giuseppe De Meio: Thomas Delahunty: Alfred Smith: Tony Neylan; Domenico & 
Concetta Severino; Romeo & Anna Dovico; Dot Casey; Guido Natale (11 anniv); Paul Griffin (3 anniv);; 
Matteo Di Pasquantonio (1st anniv); George Cepak; Margaret Dix;  Gloria Brown; Elizabeth Johansen; 
Antonio Mandile; Silvana Criscione. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY: Anthony Cocco; Rene 
Schmitt; Magda Cassis; Nico Relton;; Barbara Clark; Billy Brandt; Sandra Riley; Jean Morton;  Robert 
McAdam; Felicia Bugeja; Kevin Walker; Cecilia Kramar; Patrick Carey (Ireland); Sr Judith Clark; Jill; Edward 
Azjan; Marie; Loretta; Antonietta; Clare Coleman; The Tang Family; Leon Booth; Els Heymans & Family. 

To have your petitions included, please phone Carmel Moliterno 9736 1718 

BAPTISMS AND WEDDINGS THIS WEEK 
We welcome Babies Mila Bessen, Tiana Williams and 

Arthur Pacey in Baptism. And Venitta Issa & Craig 
Lamrock and Mary George & Christian Moussa in 
Marriage to St Patrick’s community this weekend. 

 
May you all grow in Faith with us here at St Pat’s! 

ZOOM MEETING 
REFLECTING ON SUNDAY GOSPEL 

You are invited and encouraged to join in 
listening prayerfully and reflecting on the Sunday 
Gospels. It will be for 1-hour Tuesday nights, 
7pm. 
 
A new session has now commenced. The 
sessions will be emailed to you each week with 
some clear directions on joining in.  
 
Please email: thejourney.smn@gmail.com or 
contact Susan Neylan on 0400 195 350. 
 
 

 

The Parish of St. Pat’s Mortlake would like to 
thank the City of Canada Bay Council and Trevor 

Lee & Son funeral directors for supporting our 
125 years Parish Celebrations. 

 

 

  

https://www.stpatsmortlake.org.au/
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A ‘SNEAK PEAK’ inside the PARISH 
HISTORY BOOK – ‘AN ENDURING FLAME’ 

In the second of a series of articles in the lead-up 
to next month’s exciting release of the parish’s 
official history, our historian, Damian Gleeson 
provides a brief overview of the earliest events 
in St Patrick’s history between 1885 and 1895. 
 
By 1889, the Sisters of Charity, who operated the 
parish school at the then Burwood (now Concord) 
Mission (now called Parish) had identified the 
importance of catechism for the emerging Catholic 
families of Mortlake. While the ‘Mother House’ at 
Ashfield could not initially spare any sisters for 
Mortlake, in the late 1880s the Sisters of Charity 
trained two young lay women to be the first 
catechists at Mortlake. Unfortunately, the names of 
these two women have not been recorded. The 
women, with local support, rented a hall on a 
Sunday, which, given the scarcity of buildings at 
that time meant it was likely the Workman’s 
Institute, which stood adjacent to the then 
Congregational Church in Tennyson Road. 

1894 was a year of triumph and tragedy. A 
fundraising concert at the Burwood School of Arts 
in April raised £70 for a Catholic chapel at 
Mortlake. The event has been organised by an 
enthusiastic young Irish priest stationed at 
‘Burwood’, Fr William Hayden, who would later 
become Archbishop Hayden of Hobart. The 
event’s success showed the support of the Irish 
faithful of Mortlake for a Catholic Church. 

In late November 1894, however, Dean Callaghan 
McCarthy was involved in a dreadful railway 
accident near Redfern. Although injured, he 
ministered to other travellers – of all faiths – before 
quietly taking a cab to St Vincent’s Hospital where 
he asked the Sisters of Charity in his still distinctive 
Irish brogue if there might be room for him. Only 
at St Vincent’s were the seriousness of his injuries 
identified, and within a few hours this wonderful 
Irish missionary priest had died. 

‘AN ENDURING FLAME’ (continued) 
The dean’s death liked gave added impetus for 
Cardinal Moran to visit Mortlake, which he did on 
30 December 1894: wherein, the cardinal laid the 
foundation stone for St Patrick’s Church, much to 
the delight of enthusiastic locals. This stone is still 
prominent on the right-hand side of the church’s 
external wall. In his Will Dean McCarthy left 
sufficient funds for two-thirds of the cost of the 
church: the other one-third was raised from the 
generous local community. 
 
By 1894 a Church Committee has been formed – 
with representatives of a cross section of Irish 
families – under the leadership of Timothy 
O’Connor McCarthy (no relation to the late Dean 
McCarthy). Other committee members included 
Michael Baggott, James Casey, John Donoghue, 
James Doyle, Michael Glancey, Martin McNeeve, 
Roger O’Callaghan and William Woods. 
 
In early May 1895, Cardinal Moran returned to 
Mortlake and officially St Patrick’s Church, which 
quickly became a designated school during 
weekdays, operated by the Sisters of Charity. St 
Pat’s therefore had been built expressly for the 
workers and their families, nearly all of whom had 
identification with the (then) Gas Works. 
 
 
Our first decade, 1885-1995, is covered in 
greater detail in The Enduring Flame, to be 
released mid next month. Why not put in an 
order now for family members and friends – a 
wonderful gift, and an uplifting read after such 
a challenging 2020 for all of us. 

  

An Enduring Flame 
St Patrick’s Mortlake 1885-2020 

An Irish-Australian working class community 
 

https://www.stpatsmortlake.org.au/
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An Enduring Flame  
St Patrick’s Mortlake 1885-2020 

An Irish-Australian working class community 

A book  celebrating the 
125th anniversary of St 

Patrick’s, Mortlake. 

 

Cost - $25 
A great read! 

A wonderful gift idea! 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:  Damian John Gleeson specialises in Irish-Australian 

historical research. Damian has written a number of parish histories 

including the 2017 award winning publication, The Rock of St George. 

Damian is a past president of the Australian Catholic Historical Society and 

an active member of the Silvermines Historical Journal, County Tipperary, 

Ireland. 

TO ORDER A COPY   

Please contact the parish on  
9743 1017 or email :  parish@stpatsmortlake.org.au  

 
 

St Patrick’s Catholic Church  
33 Gale Street  

Mortlake NSW 2137  
 

parish@stpatsmortlake.org.au 
www.stpatsmortlake.org.au 

(02) 9743 1017 

2020 marks 125 years since the beginning of St Patrick’s Parish Mortlake. 

Since our earliest days, we have been blessed and enriched by priests, 

religious sisters and families who have made their home in Mortlake, and 

have made St Patrick’s their parish. The faith, energy and commitment of 

the early Irish settlers has flourished, and successive generations of people 

from many different cultures and nationalities have contributed to the 

wonderfully diverse and vibrant parish community we share today. 
 

Just as 2020 is a year we will never forget, 1895 is a focal point in the life 

of St Patrick’s Parish. It is when we began, and the passing of time weaves 

the threads of our story across the years – the highs and lows, 

opportunities and challenges, joys and sorrows. These significant 

personal, spiritual and communal events in our history have been 

captured beautifully in Damian Gleeson’s new book: 

Celebrating 125 Years 1895-2020 

https://www.stpatsmortlake.org.au/
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